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City organ | .
tours pull [TITIRICY
out all stops il

LOCAL & STATE

The Kotzschmar organ can mimic flutes clarinets,
trumpets, French horns and other instruments
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Photos dy Gregory Rec/Stalf Photographer

Ray Cornils, Pon'land's municipal organist, plays the Kolz;chmar Memorial Organ at the Merrill Auditorium during a recent tour. The
97-year-old musical instrument has parts all over the auditorium - below and behind the stage, and even six stories up, in the ceiling.

The organ’s ‘lungs’ offer a view of some of its 6,800 pipes

; Gregory Rec/Staff Photographer
Ray Cornils plays the Kotzschmar organ. “It's an enormous instrument that moves an
incredible amount of energy at all times, but it also has an ability to move people,” he said.
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WHEN: All concerts begin at

Aug. 25: Barbara Dennerlein
WHERE: Merrill Auditorium,
Portland

292900

200000°
5.0.0.0.0

7:30 p.m., with a pre-concert

ORGAN

Continued from Page B1

people. Yes, there are parts of
the Kotzschmar organ where

D wore omune:

Go to pressherald.com
to see a multimedia

sound.

horns and other instruments.
Outside the wind chest, on
Merrill’s stage, Cornils is a
blur of motion at the organ’s
console. His hands whip from

conversation beginning at 6:30 e . P

pm. RZ!?}.;K:‘I:E Qates are: Cornils, “but it also”has an abil- SRR playing one of the keyboards
Aug. & Thomas Heywood ity to move people. P : to pulling one of the 229 stop
Aug. 18: Ray Cornils Not to mention accommodate organ, complete with knobs on the left and right

sides of the console. At the
same time, his feet are busy

HOW MUCH: $15 suggested ople can actually walk in.
e e P ondsof  “the lungs” o the nstrument.  hodals and.a dizzying array of
m Go to wnwtoko. the Kotzschmar Organ offers The wind chest is above toe-stops.

' several walk-in tours of the Merrill’s stage, behind the The result can be the most
organ during the year. Two are  facade of pipes along the back  gentle of lullabies or the most
coming up - Aug. 20 and Sept. ~ wall. Looking up inside the celebratory of marches, and
1 - and even though parts of chamber, you can see some of  the moving sounds the ;:rgan
the organ are not opened to the more than 6,800 pipes in produces are what make it so
the public because of safety the organ. The numberis o0 gpecial, Cornils said.
concerns, tour-goers are in- great because the organ es-
vited inside the wind chest, a sentially acts as an orchestra, Staff Writer Stephanie Bouchard can
chamber covering about 825 with the ability to mimic flutes, be contacted at 791-6455 or at:
square feet that Cornils calls clarinets, trumpets, French sbouchard@pressherald.com



